William Craig Matthis

March 18, 1921 - October 28, 2012

Dateline: Godfrey

William Craig “Bill” Matthis, formerly of Litchfield, passed away on October 28,
2012. He was born March 18, 1921 in Pineville, KY, the fifth of eight children
of Chester and Rose (Gamp) Matthis. He grew up in Bell and Harlan Counties
in southeast Kentucky. Bill loved all things mechanical, and in 1940 he
enlisted in the Army Air Corps and trained as an airplane mechanic. After
serving at air bases in lllinois, Tennessee, South Carolina and Alabama, Bill’s
squadron served in the China-Burma-India Theater. He and his fellow troops
sailed across the Pacific Ocean to India in 1943. They supported the aircraft
“flying the hump” into China and the construction of the Burma Road. Bill
remained in contact with his Army Air Corps friends throughout his life. After
his discharge, he returned to his native Kentucky and married his longtime
sweetheart Axie Marsee and worked as an electrician in the coal mines. He
moved his family to lllinois in 1964 and continued his work in the coal mines,
ending his career as a chief electrician. Bill embraced life. He fed birds, built
and installed bluebird houses and martin boxes. He volunteered for, and
supported efforts to restore the natural prairie land along Shoal Creek in
central lllinois. For many years he chopped his own wood, heating his house
and water with wood burning stoves. He was in inveterate vegetable gardener,
square dancer and private airplane pilot. For many years he was an involved
member of both the Butler Union Church and First Presbyterian Church of
Litchfield, serving as an elder in both churches. For more than 40 years he



took great pleasure in supporting the Christian Children’s Fund (now Child
Fund International), through which he helped provide food, clothing, shelter
and education for many children in the Philippines. Bill was a good friend to
many; a good, honorable and decent gentleman and a wonderful husband,
father and grandfather. He was preceded in death by his parents, his brothers
Kenneth, Chester and Gene Matthis; sisters Katrine Bailey and Frances
Owens and his wife Axie Marsee Matthis. He is survived by daughters Jane
Matthis of Goodyear, AZ and Ann Lawson (William) of Alton; sisters Rose
Parsons of Gainesville, GA and Ruth Stifel of Toledo, OH, as well as
grandchildren, Adam Lawson (Tricia) of Pittsburgh, PA, and Beth Lawson St.
Peters (Daniel) of Alton; one great-grandchild, Katelyn St. Peters, and many
nieces and nephews. A memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday,
November 3, 2012 at First Presbyterian Church in Litchfield with flag
presentation given by Barton Rogers of the American Legion Post 436,
followed by a light lunch in the fellowship hall. A private interment will follow at
Edgewood Cemetery in Litchfield. In lieu of flowers the family suggests
memorial contributions to Child Fund International, 2821 Emerywood
Parkway, Richmond, VA 23294, 800-776-6767 (www.childfund.org/donation)
or Butler Union Church, Butler, IL. Gent Funeral Home in Alton is in charge of
arrangements.
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Tribute Wall

William Craig Matthis

January 28, 2023 at 10:19 AM

William Craig Matthis

January 28, 2023 at 08:19 AM

Cherish the many precious memories of your father. He lived a very
full life and served our country with pride.

Jo Ann Boucher Currie - November 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

My Uncle Bill was full of energy and enthusiasm for life. | remember
watching him in his 70's at a family reunion, playing in the pool with
the kids, lifting them over his head and tossing them into the water
to their squeals of delight. His stamina and strength were amazing
to the rest of us. His wholehearted embrace of life was a inspiration
to me and my family and | am sure to many, many others as well.

Bonnie Gallow - November 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM



Bill was a unique individual. One of a kind in this world. Caring,
loving, helpful, a mentor, and friend. It was an honor being his
neighbor. He taught me many things from carpentry to auto
mechanics. He and Axie always opened their home to me when |
came home from the Air Force on leave. Always gave me a place to
lay my head. He will be missed, but he will never be forgotten. Rest
in peace my friend.

Dave and Chris Heironimus - November 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM
Its sad that Bill has left us but knowing he is reunited with Axie and
that we will see him again gives some comfort. Godspeed Bill

Mike & Judy Eyman - November 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM
so sorry to hear of your loved one passing! we knew him and axie
through square dancing.a real fine couple!sol and audrey roady

sol and audrey roady - November 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

William Craig Matthis

Marilyn Gunderson - November 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM



