
Linda Jane Barton
December 30, 1943 - September 2, 2022

Linda Jane Jackson Barton passed away Friday, September 2, 2022 as a
result of a stroke. She spent the hours preceding her death surrounded by a
large family who is equal parts heartbroken to lose her and grateful to have
had her. 

Born and raised in the Alton area, Linda and her surviving sister, Nancy Beth
Jackson, were the daughters of Glennon and Helen Jackson. Nancy Beth and
her family (The Jackson Clan), Asia (Danny and Sebastian) and Nicholas –
were most dear to Linda. No matter where they were around the globe, they
always stayed connected through phone calls, visits and WhatsApp chats. 

She married her high school sweetheart, Terry Barton. For 57 years they
heated up one another’s coffee cups, toiled together in their vegetable garden,
and groomed and walked a series of the most pampered pooches east of the
Mississippi. They teased, tormented, and relied on one another in ways that
only the best of friends can. They were the textbook definition of “partners”. 

They raised three daughters, Sarah Beth Hoefert (Matt), Jennifer Barton
(Chad Burnham) and Anna Thomas (Gary), whom Linda loved (and always
with a ‘love you more’ tacked on for good measure). She took particular pride
in the fact that all three girls, at least in her estimation, turned out to be ‘pretty
normal’. She was a good mother; the sort that was never unkind, but always



honest. She made reading books magical, bringing characters to life with her
voice. She kept the hair out of her daughters’ faces, never letting a knot win
against her plastic Goody wood-grain brush. She taught them to always speak
to people she knew, because it was important to let people know that they
were special. 

“Lindy” also reveled in watching her ‘grandloves’ Nathan (Sarah), Nicholas
(Monica Kennedy), Allison, and Leah Hoefert, Molly Burnham, and Caitlin and
Jackson Thomas grow up, forever greeting them at the front door with her
arms outstretched and the command to “Come here and give me a hug”.
Countless hours were spent with them, sitting in her dining room, talking and
laughing while eating her buttery, garlicky, delicious spinach casserole. 

Some of the best advice she ever gave was ‘you better like the family you
marry into’ – and she did. She was a well-loved mother-in-law, sister-in-law
and aunt to many. And as luck would have it, she delighted in the fact that she
spent time with almost every single member of her large extended family over
the past year. 

She cherished being with her closest friends. The amount of time they spent
cackling over lunch, playing tennis or shopping was immeasurable and surely
made an already great life even richer. 

Linda was a talented and creative artist; no visit to her house was complete
without a trip to her basement art studio to marvel at her most recent
masterpieces. She was generous; buying treasures that made her think of you
or sending you home with a lamp from her basement that would look great in
your living room. She was smart and witty, practical and logical, and could
always be counted on. There was never a task Linda couldn’t or wouldn’t
tackle. She would cut your hair, arrange your mantle, sew on a button, and
clean your kitchen, all in one visit. One of her favorite pastimes was finding a



steal at the thrift shop or a bargain on the sale rack – and then have you
guess how much she paid for it. Linda always kept herself busy and engaged.
She taught legions of kids to swim in her Edwards Street backyard pool. She
was an English and later Art teacher at East Middle and Alton Middle Schools.
She served as an Elder and Deacon at First Presbyterian Church in Alton and
delighted in decorating the window displays at the Caravan Resale Shop. 

The absence of Linda’s physical presence will make life less interesting for so
many. She left us with many beautiful pieces of her artwork, words of wisdom
and wonderful memories – so thankfully, she won’t ever be too far away. 

A memorial service will be held Sunday, November 6th, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. at
First Presbyterian Church in Alton, IL. In lieu of flowers and gifts, donations
can be made to Alton Middle School - Visual Arts Program. Please designate
“Linda Barton Memorial” on the memo line. Checks can be mailed to Alton
Community Unit School District 11, 550 Landmarks Blvd. Alton, IL 62002 (attn:
Mary Schell). 

Family and Friends may sign a physical guestbook at the memorial service
and/ or a digital guestbook at gentfuneralhome.com.
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NOV 6. 1:00 PM (CT)

First Presbyterian Church
4th & Alby Streets
Alton, IL 62002



Tribute Wall





AN



January 28, 2023 at 10:19 AM

Linda Jane Barton

January 28, 2023 at 08:19 AM

Linda Jane Barton

Ann Logan Nielsen - November 08, 2022 at 12:46 PM

We’ve been thinking of Terry and family so much since Linda went
to heaven. Our family has the fondest memories of the Barton
family. Linda’s smile and spirit always touched our hearts. She,
Terry and the entire Barton family always showed our family endless
love and generosity. Summers are especially remembered as we
had the best times at the Barton pool. Sending peace and hugs to
all. Heaven has gained an artist Angel. She joins our brothers Dave
and Jim and nephew Robert. Love, the Logan family. Ann, Scott &
Mike

November 03, 2022 at 04:30 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Linda Jane Barton.

https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 03, 2022 at 12:13 PM

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family
of Linda Jane Barton.

Jen (Kaizer) O'Bryan - November 02, 2022 at 11:05 PM

Jen (Kaizer) O'Bryan purchased the Simply Elega
nt Spathiphyllum for the family of Linda Jane
Barton.

Jennifer (Kaizer) O’Bryan - November 02, 2022 at 10:45 PM

It’s hard to express the impact Linda (Mrs. Barton) had on me
during my most formative years. She gave me one of my most
cherished friends and was a guiding light for how to be bold, kind
and - most importantly- honest. 

 She managed to be all of those things at the same time with so
much grace. 
So very grateful for the time we had; my deepest sympathy to the
Barton family.

https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


DB

DR

SK

RT

David C Burgett - November 02, 2022 at 09:15 PM

My wife, Marjorie Burgett, taught on the same team with Linda at
East Middle School. They were the best of friends !! Marjie also
passed away from a stroke almost 10 years ago. They both loved
teaching and were very admired by their students. Both of them
were very active in the College for Kids program at the Lewis &
Clark Community College. Please accept my sincere condolences
and am so sorry for your loss.

Donna Quinn Rowland - November 02, 2022 at 07:16 PM

I will always remember her beautiful smile.Remembering all the
family members in my prayers. Donna Quinn Rowland

Susan von Kloos - September 23, 2022 at 10:03 PM

To the Barton family, so sorry for your loss. I remember Linda from
Alton High School, she was a senior and one of the "cool girls" and I
was a geeky freshman who liked history and politics but she was
always nice to me. Plus she stayed best friends with my sister in law
for all their lives. Now she is in Heaven with Charla and Jesus.
Sending prayers to you all. Susan von Kloos

R.J. Tolliver - September 19, 2022 at 11:12 AM

Very sorry for your loss Terry. Prayers for all, R.J.
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Mary Ann Bray - September 14, 2022 at 03:53 PM

The obituary says it all! Linda was surely "one of a kind" and always
a true and loyal friend. My heart is full of many wonderful memories
of Linda as we raised our youngest daughters together, played
tennis, hung wallpaper, 
shopped, and much more. There was never a problem that Linda
would not tackle--and solve. May her generosity be remember by all
and may she rest in God's eternal peace! 

 Mary Ann Bray

Diana Klaus Howland - September 09, 2022 at 09:00 PM

I like to send my thoughts and prayers to the Barton family for their
loss. No words can say exactly how a person feels to another
person in their time of grief. Deepest sympathy to all of you.

Judy Thompson - September 08, 2022 at 11:22 PM

I will always remember Linda from College For Kids at Lewis and
Clark College back in the 80’s. She was a lot of fun and I enjoyed
working with her. She kept the students interested and engaged in
their projects. Linda will be missed. Prayers are with the family.


