
Gillian "Jill" Allen
April 20, 1935 - May 15, 2023

Gillian “Jill” Allen, 88, passed away peacefully at 4:07PM on Monday, May15,
2023, surrounded by her loved ones at Barnes Jewish Hospital. Jill was born
on April 20, 1935, in Mitcham Surrey, England. She was one of five children,
born to Tom and Francis Smith. In her younger years, she had a love for
drama, was quite the athlete, and graduated with certificates in shorthand and
typing. She met the love of her life, Billy K. Allen, while he was in the United
States Air Force stationed in Norway. They were married June 11, 1955, in
Mitcham Surry, England at the Ascension Church in a double wedding with
her sister Pam and husband Derrick. Jill and Billy K had three children
Michael Allen (Mary Ann), Allison Delehanty and David Allen. For twelve
years, she worked at Venture in Alton, where she could share her love of
gardening and met many friends and acquaintances. She was a dedicated
and active member of the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Godfrey. For 25
years, she led the Friends & Neighbors group at the senior citizens club.
During this time, the club had over 250 members and she was responsible for
planning monthly social events and creating the monthly newsletter. Outside
of her family, some of the other joys in her life included gardening, bird
watching and trout fishing at Bennett Springs State Park. 
Jill was preceded in death by her husband Billy K, her parents Tom and
Francis, siblings Gladys, Pam, twin brother Jack, Renee and David. She is
survived by her brother Malcolm, son Michael Allen (Mary Ann) daughter
Allison Delehanty and son David Allen. Grandchildren Carrie Allen, Darren



(Korann) Delehanty, Rachel Delehanty (Groesch), Laura Allen, 8 great
grandchildren and countless others who thought of her as a grandma. 

 Jill spent the last 35 years residing in Brighton, Illinois enjoying the peaceful
and natural setting of her country home. Where she often enjoyed tea by the
lake, time in her garden, fishing, hosting family get-togethers and making
memories that will not soon be forgotten. 

 God Save The King! 
 Visitation will be from 12:00 noon until time of service at 2:00 p.m. Sunday,

May 21, 2023 at Gent Funeral Home in Alton. Burial will be private at Valhalla
Memorial Park in Godfrey. 

 Even though Jill loved her flowers, we are asking that in lieu of flowers,
donations be made to Resurrection Lutheran Church. Online guestbook and
information may be found at www.gentfuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Valhalla Memorial Park

2308 W. Delmar Ave.
Godfrey, IL 62035

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 21. 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Gent Funeral Home & Cremation Services
2409 State Street
Alton, IL 62002
(618) 466-5544
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/

Funeral

MAY 21. 2:00 PM (CT)

Gent Funeral Home & Cremation Services
2409 State Street
Alton, IL 62002
(618) 466-5544
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/

https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/
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Kimberley Schoenfeld - October 29, 2023 at 08:00 PM

I remember Jill Allen and my mom Helen Rogers, and Helen Logan
all getting together on a weekly basis and enjoying coffee and
talking about gardening together. They would exchange different
hostas and other flowers from their gardens. They also loved going
to a greenhouse in Godfrey called Whites nursery and searching for
new flowers for their gardens. I have so many beautiful memories of
these three ladies and their beautiful friendship with each other.
They were all military wives so they had plenty in common. I loved
them all. I’m so sorry to find out that Jill passed away in May. I loved
her for being such a great friend to my mom. My sincere
condolences to all her family. I know she loved you all very much.
She loved her family. I’m so sorry for your loss. Hugs and prayers to
you.

Linda Springman - May 23, 2023 at 02:04 AM

I was a member of Friends and Neighbors for many years and
always appreciated the day trips Jill scheduled. She did her best to
accommodate the needs of everyone on the bus. Jill and Billy were
also some of my favorite customers at St Peters Hardware where I
work. I really liked and will miss both of them. I’m sorry for your loss.

May 19, 2023 at 05:53 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Gillian "Jill" Allen.

https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Daryel Buesking - May 19, 2023 at 09:33 AM

Mike and Mary Ann so sorry to hear about your Mom. I only met
here once but remember her bright personality and accent. I am
sorry I can not make the visitation would live to see you both. You
are in my prayers. 
 
Daryel

May 19, 2023 at 08:51 AM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Gillian "Jill" Allen.

https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

