
Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell
January 8, 1933 - September 16, 2022

Dateline: Godfrey, Il 
 

Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell, 89, died at 8:10 p.m. on Friday, September 16,
2022 at Alton Memorial Hospital, surrounded by his family. He was born
January 8, 1933 in Chicago, IL the son of the late Hugh Monet and Helen
Amanda (Kopelke) Cornell. He was raised in Park Ridge and attended
Northwestern University’s Fienberg School of Medicine, where he earned a
Doctor of Medicine in General Surgery (1958), achieving first in his class. He
completed his internship at Cook County Hospital (1959) and residency at the
Edward Hines Jr. Veterans Hospital (1963). On September 17, 1960 in
Glenview, IL he married Antoinette Claire Baer. He served in the U.S. Air
Force, stationed at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls, Montana. He
relocated in 1965 with his family to Alton, Illinois, where he was the onsite
Medical Doctor for Shell Oil Company and partnered in practice with Dr.
Robert Anschuetz. Dr. Cornell played many roles over the years, including
acting as the Chief of Staff and Chief of Surgery for Alton Memorial Hospital
as well as practicing general surgery at both St. Anthony’s Hospital and St.
Joseph’s Hospital in Alton. He practiced medicine for 42 years, retiring in June
of 2003. He was widely respected for his work, beloved by the numerous
patients and families he cared for, and was recognized with Alton Memorial’s
prestigious Chairman’s Award, among other honors. He had very high
standards and was generous with his knowledge, educating those around



him, always. He was devoted to his work and took pride in providing the best
care possible. He used to say ‘God was the great physician. I’m just trying to
help.’ 
Dr. Cornell’s wife of 62 years, Antoinette, survives. Also surviving are two
daughters, Catherine Antoinette French (John) of Lake St. Louis, MO,
Elizabeth Cornell Segovia (Eduardo) of Cary, NC, three sons, Mark Edward
Cornell (Lori Arnold) of Magdalena, NM, Paul Stephen Cornell (Raina) of
Columbia, MO, Scott Geoffrey Cornell (Amy) of Jerseyville, IL, eight
grandchildren (Meghan, Nicholas, Augustus, Amanda, Caleigh, Audrey,
Lauren, and Andrea) and one great granddaughter, Olivia. Besides his
parents, he was preceded in death by his sister, Doris Helen Cornell and one
son, Douglas Anthony Cornell. 

 

Dr. Cornell was an intensely curious person, well read and well versed, who
knew so many things, about everything. He knew history, geography, and
simply loved learning. He loved animals especially dogs, cats, and birds. He
owned many collies, malteses, canaries, and rescued cats, who brought him
great joy. He was an avid reader, sharing a love for mystery thrillers with his
children. He was a great storyteller and animated narrator, reading aloud
stories to his children, especially the nativity gospel and ‘A Christmas Carol’.
He loved motorsports. He followed Formula 1, traveling to Monaco to see the
Gran Prix and attended the Driver’s dinner. That led to a love for NASCAR. He
attended many races and truly enjoyed watching Jeff Gordon. He was an
enthusiastic sports fan his whole life, starting as a boy, when he listened to the
White Sox on the radio. He especially enjoyed basketball, following Larry Bird
and the Celtics, and baseball, with a deep passion for the New York Yankees.
He loved musical theater, especially the music of Andrew Lloyd Webber,
holding season tickets to the Muny and traveling to New York City to see
shows like The Phantom of the Opera and Cats. He was man of deep faith,
widely remembered as a lector, reading during mass, and singing in the choir
at both St. Patrick’s and St. Mary’s. 



Visitation will be Thursday, September 22, 2022 from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. at
Gent Funeral Home in Alton. A mass of Christian burial will be at 10:00 a.m.
on Friday, September 23, 2022 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Alton. Father
Benjamin Unachukwu, OMV will officiate. A private burial service for the family
will be held at St. Patrick’s Cemetery in Godfrey. Friends are welcome to join
the family at Bluff City Grill starting at 12:30pm. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 5A’s Animal Shelter, or Found
a Hound Rescue. Additional information and online guest book may be found
at www.gentfuneralhome.com



Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 22. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Gent Funeral Home Inc
2409 State Street
Alton, IL 62002
(618) 466-5544
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/

Mass of Christian Burial

SEP 23. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church
4th and Henry Street
Alton, IL 62002

https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/
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January 28, 2023 at 10:19 AM

Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell

January 28, 2023 at 08:19 AM

Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell

Janet Sanders - September 25, 2022 at 02:48 PM

My sincere sympathy to the family of Dr.
Cornell. Alton was truly blessed to have such
a well respected and dedicated surgeon for
so many years. As a patient myself in 1984 at
age 36 he followed thru on my diagnosis until
he retired in 2003. Now at age 74 I know you don’t find doctors like
that anymore! RIP Doctor Cornell JOB WELL DONE !

Irvin Schallenberg - September 24, 2022 at 11:56 PM

Wonderful surgeon,teacher, taught me a lot as a nursing student

Martha Rende - September 22, 2022 at 12:26 PM

Dr.Cornell meant so much to my late husband,Frank,and myself.I
will never forget his kindness......Martha Rende
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September 22, 2022 at 08:18 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell.

September 21, 2022 at 01:45 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell.

Vicki, Gary, Olivia, Scott, Casey, Jason - September 21, 2022
at 12:29 PM

Vicki, Gary, Olivia, Scott, Casey, Jason
purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell.

September 20, 2022 at 11:03 PM

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased
for the family of Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell.

https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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September 20, 2022 at 06:04 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell.

Sue Liley - September 20, 2022 at 10:01 AM

Dr Cornell was our ‘family’ surgeon. We loved him greatly. I also
had the privilege of standing next to him for a Community Choir
performance where he sang bass with great enthusiasm. He was a
one of a kind person and I’m glad for the knowledge that we’ll meet
again.

Your ChannelAdvisor family - September 19, 2022 at 12:42
PM

Your ChannelAdvisor family purchased the Rose
Remembrance for the family of Dr. Edward Hugh
Cornell.

September 19, 2022 at 09:59 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell.

https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1429&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1429&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1429&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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September 18, 2022 at 07:53 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Dr. Edward Hugh Cornell.

Patricia Killion - September 17, 2022 at 07:09 PM

Dr. Cornell was a great surgeon and a life long friend of my family.
God bless the entire family. May God fill your spirits with comfort,
peace and beautiful memories. Thinking of you all. Patricia Killion
(God Daughter of LaVerne Holmes)

https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gentfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

